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There is no problem as to the origin of De
Maistre 's fundamental ideas. He was born to hate
the Revolution and in his examination of its
character he found no signs of good. Every
institution he cherished it had overthrown. Every
dogma he accepted it had cast away. It had
tyrannised over the Church, it had mocked religion,
it had executed the king. i France was dishonoured
by more than a hundred thousand murders and
the soil of that noble kingdom was strewn with
scaffolds.>2 The foundations of political authority
were overthrown and with them the structure
of ecclesiasticism seemed to perish. It was
De Maistre's task to suggest the basis of their
reconstruction.
The character of his response was in a large
degree determined by his early life. The member
of a distinguished family, he was, as M. Faguet
has well pointed out,3 essentially a patrician by
nature. His early career had fastened on him the
disposition of the bureaucrat who loves order and
to whom chaos is the first of sins. He had, even
from childhood, a high regard for authority; and
even when at the University, he read no book
without the permission of his father. Nor can the
fact that the Jesuits of Chambery played their
2 Considerations sur la France, p. 13.   I use an edition published in
1910 by Roger and Chernoviz of Paris.
*Politique& et Mordlistes, p. 5.